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(54) Method and apparatus for analyzing a transport stream 



(57) A transport stream of a compressed video sig- 
nal is monitored. Information elements extracted from 
the transport stream prompt the generation of messag- 
es which are assigned a predetermined priority depend- 
ent upon their p re-determined criticalityto integrity of the 
video signal. The generated messages are queued for 
analysis by analyzer modules only if their priority ex- 
ceeds a current value of a variable threshold priority lev- 
el for the queue. The variable threshold priority level is 
varied dependent on the current length of the queue. 



When the threshold level is raised, messages already 
in the queue having a lower priority than the new thresh- 
old priority are discarded from the queue without anal- 
ysis. Thus a varying proportion of the least important 
messages are progressively discarded so that the ap- 
paratus continuously stabilizes at a maximum propor- 
tion of messages that the monitor can handle without 
overload, while always analyzing messages corre- 
sponding to the most critical parameters of the transport 
stream. 
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